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A HISTORY OF THE GYR HIKING CLUB
Second Ra,ision - Fchrury 1997

S ,ING 1981 - After an organizational meelirry with GW when Jane and Bill Necker
sggested a hiking rather than a walkine' group, an ad in the local pa4l7et brought out 35
hikers on Aryast 20 for a Nature Trail hike in Madera Cawon ld by the Neekers. They
agred to hike to Josephine Saddle in two weeks. this established the pattern of
meetirry at West Center North parking lot on alternate Thursd4ys, carpoolirg to
trailheads, and recognizing miles hiked with patches. the first moonlight hike to
Sabino Canyon, patterned after an Audufun Society outirry:, was done in 1983.

SPRII{G 1984 - the CIub continud to grow with 80 to 90 hikers at times. To assure
continuation, the club became an official GW Charter Club crylete with By-Laws, March
26. A quarter per person per hike was collectd to cover exllenses. The Board ag:red to
sponsot the care of the Nature Trail in Madera Catryon in cooperation with the Forest
Service. (the Arizona Parks and Reereation.A,ssociation awarded a plaque ta the club for
workdone on the trail for the handicappd inOctober 1988.) nlt are invitd to help on
the trail the first T\esday of each month.

Later in l984r.asstming: individual hikers would still g:o eyery other week, the Board
decidd to have a hike every week, Everyone turnd out every week! In January 1985,
two hikes per week were offerd and repeatd the following week with the same leaders.
"Rules of the Trail" arrd. "Hike Leaders' and Sreeps' Attlines" were fotwlized. Cameron
Becl<with's recurmendations for orientation to hikittg, hiking boots and plutty of water
plCyed an iryortant part in the mall ntmber of hikirg "incidents". o.tr rctto beeame
"Ddicatd to Safe and htioyable Hiking."
,qutr t fiAS - A and B hikes bqan, ilhe B hikes, wre leisurely to provide time to smell
the flowers and see the birds, would still be for substantial distances and elevations.
Hikes were limited to 40 with overflow hikes arrangd when needed. By Novmber 7986,
hftes were liinited to 35 people. Hikers were rquired to go on two B hikes before an A,
C hikes were added in Novmber 1987. ,4, mnthly bulletin listing hike schdules was made
avai lable;
Winter 1989 - By February 1989, four hikes a week were scheduled through the niddle of
,april since overflow hikes were needed almst weekly. In 1989 a special hike on the
Friday'after Thattksgiving was bqwt. Designatd the "President's Special", it is alw4ys
led by the currstt Club president. A flexible schdule was adopted in 1990 to provide
three to four weekly hikes in spring and fall and up to seven hikes during the busy
winter mnths. Sinee 7990 no June hikes fiave been scheduled. This provides time for
the hikw.ster to organize the schedule for the new season. Two hikes each Thursday are
conducted in July and August,

Ptannitw - the hiksrroster is kept busy preparing: the year's schdule of hikes, assignitg:
leaders, preparitw rcnthly bulletins, and scoutirry new hikes. Consider the plaruting to
providg a variety of weekly hikes, each with appropriate dqree of difficulty,
mintain'ing a bilanee.'o.f hike leader participation, sme balance of travel distance, attd
seeirgl that all is in order from signup sheets to first aid kits, It is a big job that
has Evolved and is being handled srrcothly with the help of an Assistant. Bob Ltnd
deserves a lot of credit for fine-tunirg our well-rwt organization.



The develogment frm 22 hike possibilities in 1983/84 to over 250 hikes in January 7997
has resuJted fronmany hours of planning, scouting, training new leaders, and
cooperation frm Mny mabers. We have an average of 24 leaders and eight assjstant
leaders, ?he assistant leader plan bqan in October 7992 to rduce the load on leaders
and give trainirg for future leaders. Hike Leader herifus sfafus }ras been awardd to a
ntwber of retired leaders,

PATYIIES - Infornation on hiker participation is recordd in a cqtuter and my be
retrievd throug:h search eriteria. The Records officer handles the patches and should
be notif ied it a GW ntnber changes.

WTLUCI$ - the frrst Wtluck, M4y 4, 7986, at Desert Hills, accwdatd 68 hikers and
gruests. When the club grew, so did the potlucks, and the location was changd to West
Center. The Social chairperson welcmes all ftikers to participate on the cmittee,
Three lntlucks are held each year in Novmber, February and April.
PRESEI,I'T ORCANIZ,ATIOI| - Reports for the yeat are given to the mabership at the annual
meetitg. Three new mabers are elected-to---eefve three years on the bard. Developittg:
frm an approvd motion at the May 72, 7992 arutual neeting to find the best way to help
the Club meet the problm of ever inereasing mmbershipt on Novmber 18, 1992 the Board
approvd an Orientation and Rqistration progran to bqin in January 1993. The program
informs prospective hikers about the club and instructs them about water, rules of the
trail, footwear, etc. Attending O and R js a requirutent before hikirw with the elub,

AIES - To sirylify operating: procdures and provide support on a continuirg: basis, the
poliey of annual dues was initiated starting in January 1995. This replacd the systa
of a quarter in the can at signup time, Dues are presently, in 1997, $8.00. Paid up
mabers with four hikes have voting privileges at the annual meeting held in April, In
1996 raabers ntnbered 384.

Since the tirst history of the Club was written in the sprirg of 1988, Mrry charry:es and
irutovations have cme to pass. Leaders receive CPR and f irst aid training, the club has
a logo, stationery, a post office box, a Directory of Mabers, the Trail Tales
newsletter to keep hikers informed about club news, a Leaders' Guide to Hikes, provision
of the by Scouts' wreath at Josephine Saddle to name a few. Recognition dinners for
leaders, sreeps, fuard mmbers and trail maintenance voltutteers have been given in 1991,
1994 and 1996. A CIub cmtittee decorated a "Hiking Thile" float for the annual parade
in October sponsored by the White Elephant. We are helping this year, 1997, with the
National Senior Ollryies held in Tucson.

Many nanes could be mentioned for individuals' contributions to the success of our Club.
As you hike you realize how many there are.

A TOAST - ,49:ain, let us take our extra bottles of water out of our packs to drink a
toast to the Hiking CIub. Thar*s to the Neckers for bqirning our Club; tharil<s to
Cameron for developing the early burgeoning days; thanks to ALL those active people who
have contributed to the Club, those who are and who will be helpine to develop it as
time goes by; thanks to the scouts who find new places to hike; thanks to the Hike
Leaders; and tha*s to all the Hikers who mke hikes work. Without you there would be
,ro success story,

Compned by,Ll


