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Figure 2. Structure with Metal Column 

DANIELS MINE 

 

Daniels Mine is located in the Madera Canyon area of the Santa Rita Mountains of southern 

Arizona and is named for Benjamin Franklin Daniels, the colorful Arizona pioneer who 

developed the mine.  After the Spanish American War of 1898 and the demobilization of Teddy 

Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders”, Ben Daniels had migrated to southern Arizona, first to Yuma and 

then to Nogales where he got involved in mining activities.  In conjunction with John Tremaine, 

another “Rough Rider”, he formed the Elephant Head Mining Company (also known as the 

Tremaine-Daniels Group).  Tremaine established a mining camp in the Elephant Head Area and 

Daniels established one in Madera Canyon. 

 

Daniels’ laid claim to over 100 acres of Madera Canyon and the mining camp was known as 

Camp Ben Daniels.  It was on this property that he built his first cabin and developed a mine in 

the Old Baldy Mining District that today we call Daniels Mine but was also called the Sun Lode 

Molybdenum Mine.  The primary minerals extracted from the mine were molybdenum and 

copper.  The mine is located on the rim of a wash and the site today consists primarily of tailings 

residue (See Figure 1).  The mine was an underground operation but the portals have collapsed 

and are no longer in evidence.  The remains of an unusual structure are still in evidence at the 

site.  There is a metal column still standing at one end if the structure that this writer has no idea 

of its purpose (see Figure 2).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniels built three cabins on the property.  His 

first residence was a small cabin a short distance 

from the current Kent Springs Cabin and all that 

remains of it is the chimney (See Figure 3).  His 

second residence, although significantly 

expanded in the 1930s, is still in use today and 

may be rented for short stays through the Federal Government’s Recreation web site 

Figure 1. Tailings, Daniels Mine 
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Figure 4. Kent Springs Cabin - 2015 

www.recreation.gov .  (from the home page, enter Madera Canyon into the search box) This 

cabin, built about 1903, is currently referred to as the Kent Springs Cabin but has also been 

called by other names during its life including Daniels Cabin, Roosevelt House, Richardson 

Cabin and the Kent Springs Center.  The name Roosevelt House originated from the 

unsubstantiated rumor that Theodore Roosevelt may have visited Ben Daniels and stayed in his 

home in Madera Canyon during a visit to Arizona in 1911.  Annie Stakebake Daniels, Ben’s 

widow, sold the property to the Richardson family in 1940 thus the name Richardson Cabin.  

When the Forest Service initiated a program to reduce the number of cabins in Madera Canyon 

in the 1970 s, Mrs. Richardson sold the property to the Forest Service with the provision that she 

be allowed to occupy the cabin for as long as she wished.  She passes on in 1987 and the cabin 

reverted to Forest Service jurisdiction. Figure 4 shows the current configuration of the Kent 

Springs Cabin. 

 

 
 

 

The opening paragraph of this article identified Ben Daniels as a “colorful Arizona pioneer”.  

Just how colorful can be exemplified by a brief summary of his life.  Ben was born in Illinois in 

1852 and while still very young lost his mother and six siblings to cholera.  The family moved to 

Kansas when he was eleven and by the age of sixteen he was on his own working at various jobs 

(cowboy, buffalo hunter, etc.) throughout the west.  In 1879 he was convicted of stealing army 

mules and served 3 ½ years in the Wyoming Territorial Penitentiary.  Within a year of his 

release, he was in Dodge City serving as an Assistant Marshal.  In April 1886 he opened a saloon 

in Dodge City, got into an argument with a neighboring restaurant owner and shot him in the 

back.  He was acquitted in spite of the facts and soon left town. 

 

In March 1887, he was in Missouri where he married Annie Laura Broaddus.  In January 1888 

the Daniels were in Bent County Colorado where Ben was serving as a Deputy Sheriff.  The 

Daniels moved to Cripple Creek Colorado in 1893 where Ben pursued his gambling interests and 

occasionally served as a lawman.  With the start of the Spanish American War in 1898, Ben 

enlisted in Troop K of the First Volunteer Cavalry, better known as the “Rough Riders”. This 

Figure 3. Ruins of Ben Daniels Cabin 
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began his long association with “Teddy” Roosevelt that resulted in a series of jobs on the federal 

payroll.  Ben’s wife Annie died in 1906 and Ben married Anna Evaline. (Stakebake) Seayrs, a 

widowed school teacher in 1908.  Ben died in 1923 and is buried in the Evergreen Cemetery in 

Tucson.  For a more detailed summary of Ben Daniels life, check out the following web site  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Daniels_(pioneer) and if the link is not active, copy and paste 

the url into your browser. 

 

Summarized by T. Johnson from several articles prepared by the Friends of Madera Canyon, an 

article written by Jay W. Eby and the following web sites: Wikipedia.org, Mindat.org and 

Findagrave.com.  All photographs were taken by T. Johnson 

 

 


